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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0703 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORSOETUS 

SUBJ: MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: MOGADISCIO 0503 

1. FONMIN OMAR ARTEH CLLED IN CHARGE MAY 15 TO DISCUSS 
EMPEROR' S VISIT AND HAND OVER STRONGLY WORDED AIDE MEMOIRE 
ATTACKING " INFORMATION MEDIA IN CERTAIN CIRCLES" AS UNDER- 
TAKING MALICIOUS CAMPAIGN TO PUSH SOMALIA INTO WAR WITH 
ETHIOPIA. 

2. OMAR ARTEH SAID THAT PRESIDENT SIAD HAD GREAT FAITH IN 
PRESIDENT NIXON AND HOPED DURING MEETINGS WITH EMPEROR HE 
COULD MAKE STRONG POINT THAT SOMALIA WANTED PEACE AND INDEED 
WAS " ADAMANT" THAT BILATERAL AFRICAN PROBLEMS BE SETTLED 
PEACEFULLY. ARTEH SAID HE FELT PRESIDENT NIXON IN UNIQUE 
POSITION TO ASSIST SINCE US WAS CLOSE PARTNER OF ETHIOPIA 

AND ENJOYED " EXCELLENT" RELATIONS WITH GSDR. 

3. TURNING TO AIDE MEMOIRE, ARTEH SAID THAT UNNAMED " INFOR- 
MATION MEDIA" WERE IN FACT WESTERN AND IN SOME CASES US. I 

SAID THAT WE EQUALLY DEPLORED ERRONEOUS AND EXAGGERATED NEWS- 
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PAPER ARTICLES SUCH AS THAT WHICH RECENTLY APPEARED IN NEW 
YORK TIMES ( REFTEL). I MADE POINT, HOWEVER, THAT STRIDENT 
AIDE MEMOIRE WAS POSSIBLY NOT MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO UNDERLINE 
SOMALIA' S PEACEFUL INTENTIONS. ARTEH AGREED AND ASKED THAT 
ORAL REMARKS PARA TWO TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER AIDE MEMOIRE IN 
REPORTING TO DEPARTMENT. 

4. ETHIOPIAN AND BRITISH CHARGES ALSO CALLED IN AND HANDED 
SAME AIDE MEMOIRE. PRESUMABLY FRENCH AMBASSADOR HAS OR WILL 
RECEIVE SAME TREATMENT. 
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